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TEXANS SUPPORT PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS WEEK 


I N AN article prepared for local pub¬ 
lication in Texas, Brother Charles 
M. Webb of Houston, records excellent 
support during the week of March 1-7, 
1953, which the State Educational 
Authorities, in collaboration with the 
Masonic Fraternity, designated as Pub¬ 
lic Schools AVeek. This undertaking 
was approved by Governor Allan Shiv¬ 
ers in January and was then made an 
official function of the Public School 
System of Texas. Its general purpose 
was to acquaint the citizens of the state 
with the operation of the school system 
and to encourage the average citizen 
to visit the local schools and determine 
firsthand just what is being done in his 
W or her community to provide the edu¬ 
cational facilities for the children of the 
neighborhood in which they live. 

Brother Webb stated: ^^The institu¬ 
tion of Public Free Schools is the very 
foundation of Democracy, and our 
State and Nation will progress at a 
corresponding ratio to the educational 
facilities available to the youth of the 
land. Teaching the three R’s is still a 
necessity but no longer sufficient. In 
the advanced and mechanical age in 
which we live our children must be 
taught the art of living just and up¬ 
right lives and the science of good 
citizenship in face of more temptation 
to take the easy way than has ever 
confronted any rising generation. 
Therefore, it behooves us to make 
whatever sacrifice is necessary to build, 
equip and maintain an adequate school 
system in every community. When our 
children are given the benefit of such 
a school system and are permitted the 
freedom of thought and expression as 
vouchsafed by our national and various 
state constitutions, we need not have 
any fear for the future of our nation.” 
In writing of the schools with which 
. he is most familiar, those of the Spring 
f Branch Independent School District, 
he noted their growth since 1941 from 
two small buildings and less than a 
dozen teachers with 150 students to a 
present size of thirteen large buildings 
with about 100 teachers and 2,700 stu¬ 


dents. He stated that a new junior high 
school is also being constructed for use 
in 1953. 

In common with hundreds of other 
communifies in the United States, 
Spring Branch District has experienced 
extraordinary growth particularly dur¬ 
ing very recent years. Brother Webb 
said, in this connection: “The enormous 
influx of homeseekers and businessmen 
to this community necessitates the con¬ 
tinued expansion of our educational 
facilities in order to accommodate the 
children of our new citizens and neigh¬ 
bors. To each of them we extend a 
hearty welcome and special invitation 
to visit our schools at any time, and 
we m'ge everyone, newcomer and old 
settler alike, to visit the schools often, 
get acquainted with the personnel of 
the teaching staff, especially your child's 
room teacher, make any suggestion or 
criticism you think necessary for the 
improvement of the system, then go 
home and thank God you live in a 
country where such educational advan¬ 
tages are not only possible but free to 
every boy and girl in the land.” 

In mentioning the specific coopera¬ 
tion of the several Masonic Lodges, 
Brother AA^ebb stated: “Under the su¬ 
pervision of Brother Bob Blankenship, 
chairman of the committee for the S. P. 
AA^altrip Lodge No. 1328 A.F. & A.M., 
the progress as outlined above was 
eminently successful. It was supported 
not only by the Masonic Fraternity, 
but the Eastern Star, Parent-Teachers 
Association and the local ‘Dad's Club' 
who took quite an interest and rendered 
valuable assistance. 

“As a result more than 3,700 citizens 
visited the schools during the week of 
March 1st, and at a rally for the vari¬ 
ous committees more than 400 at¬ 
tended. We propose to make this an 
annual procedure and look forward to 
making a much better showing next 
year.” N. S. IM. 


The duration of a man's friendship is 
the truest measure of his worth.— Dar¬ 
win. 


LUTHER A. SMITH, 33° 

It has been announced that J^other 
Luther A. Smith, 33°, Venerable Lieu¬ 
tenant Grand Commander and Sover¬ 
eign Grand Inspector General in Mis¬ 
sissippi of the Supreme Council, 33°, 
Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A., has been 
sworn in as Judge of the Court of Chan¬ 
cery for the Tenth District of Missis¬ 
sippi, which includes several counties. 

The ceremony took place in the court 
room of the Circuit Court in Hatties¬ 
burg on Monday afternoon, April 27, 
1953, the oath being administered by 
Brother Smith's immediate predecessor. 
Judge Lester Clark. 

Brother Smith stated that he had 
accepted the honor of this position, in 
which he will serve until January 1, 
1955, with considerable reluctance but 
had acceded to the urgent wushes of 
man}' members of the bar and a con¬ 
siderable group of prominent citizens 
that he do so. In speaking of Brother 
Smith, Judge Clark said, “I think the 
governor made a wise choice in selec¬ 
ting my successor—in choosing a prom¬ 
inent man, a Hattiesburg man and a 
highly respected lawyer. The members 
of the bar with whom Mr. Luther Smith 
has practiced these many years know 
him and respect him.” 

At the close of the ceremony, Brother 
Smith thanked the officers of the Court 
and also the Reverend Doctor Moore, 
Pastor of the Main Street Methodist 
Church, who had opened the ceremony 
with a prayer which included these 
words: “AA'e thank Thee, 0 Lord, for 
the men who sit in justice over the 
courts of this land.” 


AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE 

Our way of living together in Amer¬ 
ica is a strong but delicate fabric. It 
is made up of many threads. It has 
been woven over many centuries by the 
patience and sacrifices of countless 
liberty-loving men and women. It 
serves as a protection of poor and rich, 
of black and white, of Jew and Gentile, 
of foreign and native born. Let us not 
tear it asunder, for no man knows, 
once it is destroyed, where or when 
man will find its protective warmth 
again.— Wendell Willkie. 
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BUS TRANSPORTATION MEANS 
BETTER SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 


I T WILL probably come as a surprise 
to persons who have not had occa¬ 
sion to study the subject to learn that 
school buses transport over four times 
as many pupils each school day as the 
total number of passengers carried in 
intercity travel by the nation^s rail¬ 
roads and commercial buslines com¬ 
bined. This statement is part of a 
recent report released by the Depart¬ 
ment of Rural Education of the Na¬ 
tional Education Association. 

Figures confirming the foregoing 
statement show that more than 7,000,- 
000 pupils board approximately 120,000 
school buses and ride to some 20,000 
schools in the United States of America 
each school day during the year. 

At one time nineteen states had laws 
exempting children from compulsory 
attendance if a school was not main¬ 
tained within a reasonable distance 
from their homes. In the early days of 
free public education the aim was to 
place a school building within easy 
walking distance of the homes. In rural 
areas that was a difficult, often an im¬ 
possible goal. As the distance from 
home to school increased, a child’s 
school attendance decreased and poor 
attendance often interfered with edu¬ 
cational progress. 

Improved school transportation is re¬ 
flected in the improved school attend¬ 
ance of rural children. As the NEA 
report aptly points out, “School trans¬ 
portation was not designed merely as 
a convenience to children who live be¬ 
yond a reasonable walking distance 
from school. In its basic philosophy 
and practical existence, school trans¬ 
portation is indispensable to our system 
of consolidated schools, which were 
developed to serve the educational 
needs of our times.” 

Reorganization of school districts 
into more effective administrative units 
has proved one of the most important 
developments in rural education. Pupil- 
transportation service has been a neces¬ 
sary part of the means by which school 
district reorganization has been able to 
carry out many of its most valuable 
purposes. In fact, a strong, well-organ¬ 
ized system of school administration is 
imperative if there is to be an effective 
program of pupil-transportation. 

Due to the ramifications of bus 
transportation for pupils, today there is 
comparatively little difference between 
the attendance of pupils in rural and 
urban schools. The NEA report shows 
that the percentage of all pupils in at¬ 
tendance daily was 86.9 for rural 
schools and 85.7 for urban schools. 


Authors of the NEA report raise a 
new question. It is this. Aside from 
the buses getting the pupils to and from 
school each school day, can the bus 
transportation be made a means of 
improving the instructional programs? 
The report holds that riding the school 
buses is an important part of the daily 
learning experience of more than one- 
fourth of the public school pupils in 
the U.S.A. The authors of the NEA 
report comment: “As to whether the 
experience is good, bad or indifferent 
depends upon the philosophy of admin¬ 
istrators, teachers, bus drivers, parents, 
and pupils. Evidence indicates that 
transportation of children to school has 
brought the advantages of a modern 
school to smaller communities and 
more isolated rural areas. It has ex¬ 
tended an opportunity for high school 
education to nearly all rural children.” 

New oppK)rtunities have been made 
available by improved bus service. 
Children whose education had been 
neglected because of physical handi¬ 
caps arc now able to attend school. 
Besides this, school transportation is 
made use of to take shop and labora¬ 
tory equipment from one school to 
another for teaching agriculture, indus¬ 
trial arts and homemaking. Films and 
books are also circulated by this means. 
For children living in sparsely settled 
areas where enrollments are small and 
distances between schools considerable, 
such services would not be available 
for these children in any other way. 

Pupil transportation, for the most 
part, is a seivice provided by school 
systems that serve pupils in rural 
areas. Many school districts transport 
more than 95 per cent of the elemen¬ 
tary and secondary schooLpupils. It is 
estimated that over 40 per cent of all 
pupils living in rural and urban areas 
of less than 10,000 population are 
taken to and from school at public 
expense. 

Authors of the NEA report stress 
that the pupil transportation service is 
still growing and that each year more 
and more children are being given in¬ 
creased educational opportunities. 

S. W. 


ARKANSAS RESCINDS WORLD 
GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION 

During its present session the 
Arkansas State Legislature passed a 
concurrent resolution rescinding the 
Humber Resolution of 1949 favoring a 
world government. In 1951 there were 
twenty-three states which had adopted 
measures similar to that of 1949 in 


Arkansas, largely the result of the I 
activities of Mr. Humber, alone, who I 
mailed a copy of his resolution to the : 
legislature of every state in the United 
States. It is noteworthy also that a 
resolution of similar import received 
a large favorable vote in the United 
States House of Representatives, many 
Congressmen believing that it marked 
a long step toward world peace. 

At present, this or similar resolutions 
favoring a world gcvernmeiit remain 
on the books of only six states. The 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Daughters 
of the American Revolution, Sons of 
the American Revolution, and other 
patriotic organizations have for years 
urged that all measures looking to a 
world government be rescinded. 



KANSAS NUNS TAUGHT 
IN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

The nationally publicized case 
against three nuns of the Roman Cath¬ 
olic Order of St. Benedict who were 
teaching in a public school established 
in the St. Anthony’s Church school 
building at Garden Plain, Kansas, was 
dismissed from the Wichita District 
Court. 

The court had been asked to deter¬ 
mine the legality of employing Roman 
Catholic nuns to teach in this school, 
their salaries being paid out of funds ^ 
provided by the public school district ; 
of Garden Plain. The action also 
asked for a judgment which would _ 

assist the public school authorities in ^ 

handling all similar cases in the state. ' 
Anticipating the effect of a judg- l 
ment against them, the St. Anthony’s j 
Church authorities removed their school ; 
from the public school system, thus ; 
ending the original basis for the action. ^ 
The case is not yet concluded, how- ; 
ever, as there are indications that the 
case may be appealed in order to de¬ 
termine the legality of the cause of ^ 

action. ^ 

The Roman Catholic hierarchy - 
hopes, of course, that an appeal will 
not be made, as an unfavorable decision 
might prevent them from continuing 
to violate the state law wdth respect ^ 
to nuns and brothers of various orders _y 
who are now teaching elsewhere in 

Kansas. ^ 

The Garden Plain case has causedj « 
the Kansas State Department of Public) ^ 
Insti'uction to make two recommenda-| ® 
tions to the State Legislature which^ 
if enacted, will be of great help in pro-i ^ 
cedure against such violations. ® 

proposal is to the effect that state anA-q 
county funds be distributed only twSi 
accredited elementary schools; tlnbi 
other authorizes the closing by the 
torney General of all private an^hii 
parochial schools not operated in acaw 
cordance with established standards. I 
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SENATOR BRICKER PROPOSES 
CURB ON TREATY SUPREMACY 



I 


U . S. SENATOR John W. Bricker of 
Ohio has introduced Senate Joint 
Resolution 1, proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States 
designed to prevent treaties and execu¬ 
tive agreements from overriding Amer¬ 
ican domestic law. 

Section One of the proposed amend¬ 
ment states: “A provision of a treaty 
which denies or abridges any right 
enumerated in this Constitution shall 
not be of any force or effect/’ Senator 
Bricker has "stated: “With respect to 
Section 1 of the proposed amendment 
the issue is clear: Shall the supremacy 
of the Constitution of the United States 
over treaties be established beyond all 
doubts? Or, shall the President and 
the Senate in exercising the treaty 
power be trusted nut to impair the 
fundamental rights of American citi¬ 


zens?” 


- Article VI, paragraph 2, of the U. S. 
i Constitution reads: “This Constitution, 

^ and the laws of the United States 
^ which shall be made in pursuance 
^ thereof; and all treaties made, or which 
shall be made, under the authority of 
the United States, shall be the supreme 
law of the land; and the judges in every 
. state shall be bound thereby, anything 
^ ^ in the Constitution or laws of any state 
to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

^ Section 2 of S. J. Res. 1 reads: “No 
treaty shall authorize or permit any 
^ foreign power or any international or- 
ganization to supervise, control, or ad- 
judicate rights of citizens of the United 
^ States within the United States enu- 
merated in this Constitution or any 
other matter essentially within the 
y* domestic jurisdiction of the United 
;■ States.” 

g. Section 3 reads: “A treaty shall be- 
come effective as internal law in the 
United States only through the enact- 
jy ment of appropriate legislation by the 
ip Congress.” 

Section 4 reads: “All executive or 
jg other agreements between the President 
ct and any international organization, 
irg foreign power, or official thereof shall 
in be made only in the manner and to the 
extent to be prescribed by law. Such 
ed agreements shall be subject to the lim- 
lic itations imposed on treaties, or the 
a- making of treaties, by this article.” 

:h, The principle embodied in Section 3 
'o- was recommended by the House of 
ine Delegates of the American Bar Asso- 
nd I elation at its meeting in Chicago, Ill., 
to February 25-28, 1952. Some American 
he lawyers hold that a treaty may be ef- 
^t- fective to authorize what the Consti- 
md tution otherwise forbids. In this con- 
ac- nection, Secretary of State John Foster 


Dulles, in an address last year before 
the regional meeting of the American 
Bar Association in Louisville, Ken¬ 
tucky, put the case this way: “The 
treaty-making power is an extraordi- 
naiy power, liable to abuse. Treaties 
make international law’ and also they 
make domestic law^ Under our Con¬ 
stitution, treaties become the supreme 
law- of the land. They are, indeed, 
more supreme than ordinaiy laws for 
Congressional law^s are invalid if they 
do not conform to the Constitution, 
w’hereas treaty law can override the 
Constitution. Treaties, for example, 
can take powders away from the Con¬ 
gress and give them to the President; 
they can take pow-ers from the states 
and give**thein to the Federal Govern¬ 
ment or to some international body, 
and they can cut across the rights given 
the people by the constitutional Bill 
of Rights.” 

(However, in his statement before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee of 
April 6, 1953, Mr. Dulles said that as 
to the (Presidential) powers in question 
their fruits have been infinitely more 
beneficial than the harm caused by 
any abuses.) 

Senator Bricker holds that Section 1 
of S. J, Res. I would prevent any treaty 
from cutting “across the rights given 
the people by the constitutional Bill 
of Rights.” 

In suppoid; of Section 3 of his resolu¬ 
tion, Senator Bricker comments that, 
“Since modern science had (has) made 
the police state almost impregnable 
against internal revolt, government is 
entitled to much less trust today than 
it w^as when James Madison said: Tf 
men wxre angels, no government would 
be necessaiy.’ 

“The legal controversy wdiich has de¬ 
veloped over various pro^dsions of the 
UN Charter show-s wdiy all treaties 
should be made non-self-executing. An 
intermediate court in California held 
that certain human-rights provisions 
in the Charter were self-executing 
(Fujii V. California 217 P. (2d) 418, 
218 P. (2d) 595 (1950)). The Supreme 
Court of California decided that those 
provisions were not self-executing (242 
P. (2d) 217 (1952)). The issue is still 
in doubt. Distinguished lawyers have 
reached opposite conclusions. No one 
denies, however, that, if the Supreme 
Court of the United States follow^s the 
reasoning of the lower California court 
in the Fujii case, thousands of Federal 
and state law^s wdll be automatically 
nullified.” 

In regard to Section 4 of S. J. Res. 1, 
and the part wdiich executive agree¬ 
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ments can play in our diplomatic his¬ 
tory, Senator Bricker quotes Dr. AVal- 
lace McClure, formerly Assistant Chief 
of the Treaty Division of the State De¬ 
partment, who explained the basis for 
deciding whether to use treaties or ex¬ 
ecutive agreements in assuming inter¬ 
national obligations. Doctor McClure 
said: “The result is that for controver¬ 
sial international acts the Senate (or 
treaty) method may well be quietly 
abandoned, and the instruments han¬ 
dled as executive agreements. But for 
large numbers of purely routine acts, 
about which no public opinion exists 
and no question as to their acceptabil¬ 
ity arises, the present (treaty) method 
is" desirable as saving the time of the 
House of Representatives. . . .” (Mc¬ 
Clure, International Executive Agree- 
mentSj p. 378.) 

It w'ould appear that one of Senator 
Bricker’s reasons for his amendment 
is the position of Doctor McClure 
“that for controversial international 
acts the Senate (or treaty) method may 
well be quietly abandoned [emphasis 
added] and the instruments handled 
as executive agreements.” This places 
in the Executive branch of the govern¬ 
ment the powder to nullify law^s im¬ 
portant to the liberties of the Ameri¬ 
can people. For example, a concordat 
wdth the Vatican on education of Ro¬ 
man Catholic children could nullify 
the effect of the provision of State Con¬ 
stitutions against the appropriation of 
public funds for religious or parochial 
schools and eventually destroy the 
effect of the First Amendment. In fact, 
such a concordat could provide for the 
full support of such schools as now 
obtains in Roman Catholic countries. 

A committee of the New York City 
Bar Association stated that the Bricker 
resolution is not necessary because the 
Congress can override both treaties 
and executive agreements. U. S. Sen¬ 
ator Herbert H. Lehman of New York 
stated in a recent address before the 
American Association for the United 
Nations: “We dare not, for instance, 
sanction legislation such as the pro¬ 
posed Bricker resolution . . . w'hich 
(takes awmy) from the Senate the 
pow’er and discretion to judge the valid¬ 
ity of all treaties and agreements 
that may be negotiated . . . . ” Former 
Solicitor General Philip B. Perlman 
stated in opposition to S. J. Res. 1: “I 
believe that the people of the United 
States are whiling to continue to trust 
the President and the Senate in sucli 
matters,” 

Senator Bricker countered with the 
following quotations from Thomas Jef¬ 
ferson and Woodrow AVilson. Said 
Jefferson: “In questions of poww, let 
no more be said of confidonoe in man, 
hut bind him dowm from miscliief by 
the chains of tlio Con.stitiition.^' Said 





Wilson: “The histoiy of liberty is a 
hiclory of the limitation of goverii- 
ineiitul power, not the increase of it.” 

Senator Itricker further elucidated 
liis subiiect in these words: “Needless 
to say, I have the utinost trust and 
confidence in President Eisenhower and 
in my colleagues in the Senate. No 
man can guarantee, however, that soirie 
future President and the Senate will 
not make a treatv contravening the 
Constitution. In 1924, the President 
and the Senate did just that. The 
year before the Supreme Court had 
iield that the 18th Amendment pro¬ 
hibited the importation of intoxicating 
liquor under seal into the territorial 
waters of the United States, CunciTd 
S. S. Co. V. Mellon, 262 US 100 (1923). 
To overcome the effect of the 18th 
Amendment, the President negotiated 
in secret, and the Senate approved in 
secret, a treaty with Great Britain. 
The composition of the Congress today 
makes it possible to_ establish the 
supremacy of the Constitution over the 
conflicting provisions of a treaty. Lock¬ 
ing the barn door before the horse is 
stolen is a better policy than chanting 
Tt can’t happen here.’ 

“Even if there were no danger that 
the President and the Senate would 
deliberately abuse the treaty-making 
power, a limitation on the treaty- 
making power would still he necessary. 
Tlie President and the Senate cannot 
always be sure that a treaty will not 
clenv or abridge some fundamental 
right_” E- E-— 


WHAT THE WORLD IS 
LOOKING FOR 

The world today is looking for men 
who are not for sale, men who are hon¬ 
est, sound from center to circumference, 
true to the heart’s core; men with a 
conscience as steady as the needle of 
the pole; men who will stand for right 
if the heavens totter and the earth 
reels; men who can tell the truth and 
look the world right in the eye; men 
who will neither brag nor run; men 
who w'ill neither flag nor flinch; men 
who can have courage without shouting 
it; men in whom the courage of ever¬ 
lasting life runs still, deep and strong; 
men who know their message and tell 
it; men who know their jdace and fill 
it; men who know their business and 
attend to it; men who will not lie, 
shirk or dodge; men who are not too 
lazy to work, nor too proud to be poor; 
men who are willing to eat what they 
liavc earned and wear what they have 
paid for; men who are not ashamed to 
say, “No,” with emphasis and who are 
not ashamed to say, “I can’t afford it.” 
—The Black Fez. 


CALIFORNIA’S 34TH PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS WEEK 


C ALIFORNIA’Sthirty-fourtli annual 
Public Schools Week, April 27 
tlirough May 2, 1953, developed statis¬ 
tics regarding that state’s increase in 
population and its effect on the public 
school system. California has grown in 
population in the i)ast two years by 
720.000. As Roy E. Simpson, Superin¬ 
tendent of Public Instruction, points 
out, this is the equivalent of a new city 
of 7,000 persons every week. Compared 
with 1950-51, the number of children in 
the public schools is gi’cater by 275,000, 
which would fill 9,000 classrooms. Be¬ 
tween now and 1956 California will re¬ 
quire 60,000 new teachers. 

The programs and exhibits during 
Public Schools Week interpreted the 
I)rescnt i)opulation and school growth 
trends in terms of both immediate and 
long-term needs for adequate school 
facilities, well-trained teachers, modem 
equipment, and other e.ssentials pertain¬ 
ing to sound education. Statements were 
realistic and were based on factual 
data, and they were presented in such 
a way that the nonprofcssional citizen 
could grasp them. 

Following the suggestion of INIr. 
Simpson, attention was focused upon 
training for American citizenship, mas¬ 
tery of the fundamental skills, and the 
development of good health habits. In 
addition to these, individual interest 
was stressed in such subjects as science, 
the fine arts, industrial arts, foreign 
languages, homemaking, and the con¬ 
tribution of students to community and 
civic activities of a social and patriotic 
nature. 

There was a carefully planned pro¬ 
gram to create community understand¬ 
ing and good will. Although Public 
Schools Week is not a Masonic affair, 
nevertheless it was the Masonic Fra¬ 
ternity which organized it ^hirty-fovir 
years ago. This year, as on former oc¬ 
casions, the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Masons in California, Arthur 
M. Warren, Lssued a proclamation to 
the members of his group in which he 
said: “In our troubled world today the 
struggle between the forces of darkness 
and light, slavery' and freedom, has 
reached a critical point. As this strug¬ 
gle grows in scope we can be grateful 
for the depth of enlightenment prevail¬ 
ing among our people. Truly the public 
school is the verj- lamp of our freedom.” 

Governor Earl Warren, 33°, issued 
a statement urging the people to give 
their full support to the 34th annual 
Public Schools AYeek. He said: “I be¬ 
lieve our basic democratic institution 
is the public school system.” It must 
“be one of our primary concerns at all 
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times. The need for Public Education ' 
never clianges. Only times and cundi-^^ 


tions cliange. A government ‘of, for 
and by the people’ is dependent on a 
citizenry with an ability to think for 
themselves and to act courageously on 
tlie basis of their thinking.” 

The slogan used during Public Schools 
Week was “The Public School—An 
American Heritage.” Thousands turned 
out to see tliis “American Heritage” and 
to compare or contrast the public 
schools of today with those of their 
forefathers, the pioneers who settled 
and developed the country. California 
from its earliest days, has always been 
a champion of education. When the 
state’s constitutional convention was 
iield at Monterey in 1849, Section IX 
of the new constilution provided for the - 
public school. 

In the fall of 1952 the people of Cali¬ 
fornia voted an appropriation of $185,- 
000,000 for school construction. Many 
schools are still operating on a double- 
or triple-session schedule due to a 
shortage of both classrooms and teach¬ 
ers. Public Schools Week has done 
much to make the individual citizen 
conscious of the good work the public 
school has done and the problem that 
now faces them. ^ 


SPANISH ROMANIST LEADER 
CONVERTED 

Dr. Andres M. Mateo, one of Spain’s 
most outstanding Roman Catholic lead¬ 
ers, has left the church. Doctor Mateo 
is a native of Spain and received most 
of his priestlv training in the schools 
of the Jesuit Order, one of the strictest 
and most highly regarded orders of the = 
[Roman] Catholic Church. He has > 
twice been honored by the written bene- | 
diction of the pope and was offered a ] 
bishopric shortly before he left the 
priesthood. Doctor Mateo is well known 
in [Roman] Catholic circles for the 
manv books and articles which he pub¬ 
lished while still in the church. 

Dr. W. ]M. Montano, editor of The 
Converted Catholic Magazine, intro¬ 
duced Doctor Mateo to his magazine’s j ^ 
readers in a recent issue. Doctor || i 
IMontano is himself a former Roman 1 
Catholic priest and is widely known as^ J 
“the ?ilartin Luther of Latin America.”! " 
—United Evangelical Actio7i. \ \ 


One trouble witli this country is thejf 
number of people who are tiwing to get, 
something for nothing. Anotlier trouble 
is the high iierccntage of those who 
succeed. — Arkansas Baptist. 
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THE IMPREGNABLE WALL 


i 'T^HE folknving is part of the address 
I X delivered at the Fifth National 
I Conference of Protestants and Other 
^^Americans United for Separation of 
^^Church and State (January 15,^ 1953) 
I in Constitution Hall, Washington, 
I D. C., by Dr. Charles J. Turck, Presi- 
! dent of Macalester College, St. Paul, 
Minn. Doctor Turck, speaking as an 
I educator, lawyer and Presbyterian lay¬ 
man, declared that all those who count 
themselves the spiritual descendants of 
1 Jefferson and Madison must cany on a 
■ continuing struggle for the cause of re- 
' ligious liberty. In his opening paragraph 
he said: 

^‘The great difficulty one encounters 
in discussing a great governmental prin¬ 
ciple with American citizens in the 
twentieth century is that they assume 
that conditions have always been as 
they are now in the United States. Fur¬ 
thermore, they assume that conditions 
all over the world are the same as they 
are in the United States. They are 
wrong in both assumptions, and they 
are blind if they do not perceive how 
far the separation of Church and State 
has made America what our beloved 
country is today—a land of freedom 
and hope—different even from Colonial 
America and different from almost 
every land on the globe. . . . 

0 ^T speak to you simply as an Ameri¬ 
can, as a disciple of Roger Williams, 
William Penn, Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison. I speak to you as one 
who believes that God alone is Lord of 
the conscience, and I refuse, even in this 
period of hysterical witchhunting, to ac- 
> cept any measures of religious teachings 
, or control that were rejected by the four 
j great leaders whom I have named. If 
t this be treason to John Calvin—and to 
3 some extent it is—then the followers of 
3 John Calvin will have to make the 
most of it, for we are Americans living 
i TTT-a free-society—of-free men. No 
e theologian of an ancient day, no re- 
n ligious ix)tentate of this day and no 
e militaristic or communistic influence 
or force must ever be allowed to remove 
one brick from the walls of our indi- 
e vidual and societal freedom.” 

)- After reciting the history of religiou.s 
’s liberty in this country from the land- 
)!’ ing of the Pilgrim Fathers on Plymouth 
111 Rock in ^Massachusetts in 1620 to the 
iS Act establishing Religious Freedom in 
Virginia, Doctor Turck declared: 

“The time has come when Americans 
as such must reaffirm the principles of 
.Thomas Jefferson and James Aladison 
YicUn the language which these great men 
ret used. Their arguments are not directed 
)le merely at jiarticular controversies, but 
ho great principle. To establish that 
principle of separation of Church and 


State, they seemed, in the opinions of 
some of their religious-minded contem¬ 
poraries, to be atlieists opposed to the 
Christian religion, opposed to morals. 
These allegations were lies then, as the 
same statements made against the ad¬ 
herents of Jeffersonian and Madison¬ 
ian principles are lies today. As Ameri¬ 
cans we hold with Jefferson, ^All persons 
shall have full and free liberty of reli¬ 
gious opinion, nor shall any be com¬ 
pelled to freciuent or maintain any 
religious institution. . . . Almighty God 
has created the mind free. . . . All 
attempts to influence it by temporal 
punishment or burdens or civil incapac¬ 
itations tend only to beget habits of 
hypocrisy and meanness. ... To compel 
a man to furnish contributions of money 
for the propagation of opinions which 
he disbelieves is sinful and tyrannical.^ 

“Likewise, we hold with Madison, 
'Religion or the duty which we owe to 
our Creator and the manner of dis¬ 
charging it, can be directed only by rea¬ 
son and conviction, 7iot by force or vio¬ 
lence. Tlie religion, then, of every man 
must be left to the conviction and con¬ 
science of every man. . . . The establish¬ 
ment proposed by this bill is not req¬ 
uisite for the support of the Christian 
religion. To say that it is, is a con¬ 
tradiction of that religion, for every 
page of it disavows a dependence on the 
|)owers of this world. It is a contradic¬ 
tion to fact, for it is known that this 
religion both existed and flourished, not 
only without the support of human laws, 
but in spite of every opposition from 
them. . . .What influences have ecclesi¬ 
astical establishments had on civil 
society? In some instances they have 
been seen to erect a spiritual tyranny on 
the ruins of civil authorities. In many 
instances they have been seen uphold¬ 
ing the thrones of political tyranny. In 
no instances have they been seen the 
guardians of the liberties of the people. 
Rulers who wished to subject the public 
liberty may have found the established 
clergy convenient auxiliaries. A just 
government, instituted to secure and 
perpetuate liberty, needs them not.’ 

“It is at this point that I think that 
some specific statements should come 
from Protestant and Roman Catholic 
sources, and the statemenls should be 
phrased in the sublime and fearless lan¬ 
guage of Jefferson and IMadison whom I 
have quoted. They were not afraid of 
being labelled bigots or agnostics, and 
neitlier must we be afraid. This is the 
American doctrine of the separation of 
Church and State that I have been de¬ 
scribing in the language of great Ameri¬ 
cans. With them we must stand. To 
comiiromise on this issue is to fall.” 

Doctor Turck observed that the Ro¬ 


man Catholic Church is constantlj" 
seeking aid of one kind or another from 
tax funds. Its bishops in the United 
States, on November 16, 1952, stated 
that “only the life of Christian faith 
can guarantee to man in his present 
state the moral life; and the Christian 
life is lived in its entirety only through 
the one true church of Christ.” lie 
added that, in light of this assertion, 
“it is, therefore, peculiarly incumbent 
on the Roman Catholic Hierarchy to ex¬ 
plain what is their idtimate goal in ask¬ 
ing for state aid of one kind or another 
for parochial schools, and in their mak¬ 
ing repeated attacks on the 'secularism,’ 
'totalitarianism’ and 'pseudo religion of 
progress’ of the American public school 
system. As one who deals with hundreds 
of graduates each year from our public 
schools, I should like to testify that, so 
far as my knowledge and experience 
extend, I find absolutely no evidence 
to sustain allegations of Communism, or 
hostility to religion or unethical conduct 
in our public schools. The detractors of 
our public school system, the greatest 
single social agency ever devised by 
man, owe to the public either specifica¬ 
tions or silence.” 

We have published here about one- 
fifth of Doctor Turck’s address. Free 
copies may be had by writing Protes¬ 
tants and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, 1633 
Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washing¬ 
ton 6, D. C. E. R. 


CONVERTED PRIESTS HOLD 
CONFERENCE IN GERMANY 

According to the United Evangelical 
Actionj twenty of some thirty former 
Roman Catholic priests, now serving 
as pastors of congregations in the Evan¬ 
gelical Church of Germany, recently 
met in a special conference at the 
Bensheim Institute of Denominational 
Science at Bielefeld, Germany. This 
announcement was made by Evangel- 
ische Pressedienstf official news bulletin 
of the Evangelical Churcli in Germany. 
The conference discussed “The Refor¬ 
mation’s Rediscovery of Scripture,” 
ways to familiarize congregations more 
intimately with the Bible, Biblical re¬ 
search problems and other related is¬ 
sues. A special feature of the con¬ 
ference was the recital of the experi¬ 
ences that led some of the former 
priests to become Evangelical pastors. 


To be a philosopher is not merely to 
have subtle thoughts, nor even to found 
a school, but so to love wlsrlom as to 
live, according to its dictates, a life of 
simplicity, independence, magnanimity 
and trust. — Thorean. 
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ENLIGHTENED CHURCH LAW 
DRAFTED BY YUGOSLAVIA 


T he Western World will be gratified 
to learn that the Federal Execu¬ 
tive Council of the Yugoslav Govern¬ 
ment has drafted a law which contains 
guarantees of freedom of worship and 
rejects all concessions to the demands 
of the Roman Catholic Church. In¬ 
formed observers say that Parliament 
will certainly approve the proposed 
law’. 

The clergy of the Roman Catholic 
Church pressed hard for three things: 
(a) religious instruction in public 
schools; (b) abolition of a civil mar¬ 
riage ceremony as a necessary legal re¬ 
quirement prior to any religious mar¬ 
riage ceremony; (c) unchallenged cir¬ 
culation of Roman Catholic Church 
newspapers and magazines. These three 
demands were all rejected. 

A special commission did the research 
work and sifting of facts and evidence 
for the Federal Executive Council. This 
special commission summoned leaders 
of the Serbian Orthodox, Moslem and 
Roman Catholic churches, which are 
reported to include 95 per cent of the 
country's church-going population. 

The commission broke off talks wdth 
the Roman Catholic Church after the 
initial session, the reason assigned be¬ 
ing that talks w^ere made impossible 
because of “interference’^ by the \ati- 
can. The Yugoslav Government cut off 
diplomatic relations with the Vatican 
in December, 1952, charging that the 
Vatican was interfering in the internal 
affairs of the country. 

The draft law contains the following 
major principles: (1) all religions are 
equal; (2) separation of schools from 
religious instruction; (3) distribution 
of religious literature under the general 
laws governing the press (this would 
give the goverment control over mate¬ 
rial considered hostile to the adminis¬ 
tration); (4) freedom for churches to 
establish religious schools for the in¬ 
struction of future clergymen; (5) pro¬ 
hibition of the use of religious schools, 
press and ceremonies to spread anti- 
government material; (6) a ban 
against anyone being forced to refrain 
from joining a religious group and 
against anyone being forced to continue 
as a member; (7) nondiscrimination 
against the individual on the basis of 
religious conviction; (8) the right of 
the clergy to form their own organiza¬ 
tions and to collect money for expenses; 
(9) no exemption from military serv¬ 
ice for religious reasons; (10) permis¬ 
sion to hold religious ceremonies on 
church grounds; (11) religious instruc¬ 
tion to children to be limited to periods 


outside regular school hour.s; (12) pen¬ 
alties of 10,000 dinars or 15 days im¬ 
prisonment for violations of the law\ 
Item No. 11 in the preceding list is 
in line with an observation made by 
Mr. Justice Frankfurter of the Su¬ 
preme Court of the United States in 
his Dissent in the New^ York Released 
Time Case (No. 431, April 28, 1952) in 
which he stated: “The deeply divisive 
controversy aroused by the attempts to 
secure public school pupils for sectarian 
instruction w’ould promptly end if the 
advocates of such instruction w’ere con¬ 
tent to have the school ‘close its doors 
or suspend operations’—that is, dismiss 
classes in their entirety, without dis¬ 
crimination—instead of seeking to use 
the public schools as the instrument for 
security of attendance at denomina¬ 
tional classes. The unwillingness of 
the promoters of this movement to dis¬ 
pense with such use of the public 
schools betrays a surprising w’ant of 
confidence in the inherent power of the 
various faiths to draw children to out¬ 
side sectarian classes—an attitude that 
hardly reflects the faith of the greatest 
religious spirits.” 

As regards item No. 12, the dinar is 
at its face value, the equivalent of two 
cents, but present valuation is about 
one-third of a cent, hence a fine of 10,- 
000 dinars is about $33. The law^ as 
proposed carries a penalty of 10,000 
dinars or 15 days imprisonment. The 
framers of the Yugoslav law’ have 
showm an insight into human nature. 
Juries traditionally want to be fair. If 
the accused is guilty but, if the penalty 
is considered by the jury to be alto¬ 
gether too severe for the offense com¬ 
mitted, they have not infrequently 
turned the accused loose. On the other 
hand, if the penalty bears a fair and 
just relation to the offense, jrrries wmuld 
convict. They realize that the accused 
deserves punishment and society pro¬ 
tection, but they cannot bring them¬ 
selves to vote “guilty” w^hen the pen¬ 
alty bears a severity out of line wdth 
the offense. 

The Yugoslav special commission 
that made this recommendation to the 
Federal Executive Council realized 
they could obtain convictions for vio¬ 
lations if the penalty were not too se¬ 
vere and yet irksome enough to act as 
a deterrent to any violation of the law’. 

S. W. 


The true university of these days is 
to be acquainted wdth what you know^ 
and w^hat you can do. — Meander, 


NEW PROGRAM TO CHECK ON 
KOREAN GI BILL 

The Veterans Administration an¬ 
nounces a new’ program to examine the 
requirements of the Korean GT Bill 
to protect both the government and the 
veterans. 

The Division of the Veterans Admin¬ 
istration having this responsibility has ^ 
changed the name from the Registra¬ 
tion and Research Service to that of the 
Educational Benefits Service. It wdll 
aim, first, to help school and business 
establishments understand all pro- 
\dsions and requirements of the law; 
and, second, to assure that monthly 
education and training allow’ances are 
paid to Korean GI trainees only w’here 
all provisions of the law- are met. 

The men charged with checking up 
will sec that the courses the veterans 
take meet the standards set up by law\ 

If the courses do not meet government 
standards, the Veterans Administra-_ 
tion is required to discontinue the vet¬ 
erans’ monthly allow^ance. 

If the inspectors find that an institu¬ 
tion is charging veterans more for tui¬ 
tion and fees than they do non-veterans 
enrolled in the same course, then such 
schools and institutions are disapproved 
for further veterans’ enrollments. 

Other items of special inspection in¬ 
clude seeing that allow’ances are not 
paid to veterans for absences in excess 
of allowable limits. The conduct and^i 
progress of the veteran must remain 
satisfactory. Then there is a require¬ 
ment that the ratio betw^een veteran 
and non-veteran students enrolled in 
some types of school must conform with 
the minimum requirements of the law. 


MORE VALUABLE PROPERTY 
TO BE TAX-EXEMPT 


The fifty-seven-room mansion at 
Glen Cove, Long Island, at one time the 
home of J. Pierpont Morgan, has been 
taken over by the Sisters of St. John 
the Baptist, a Roman Catholic order. 
The property, comprising three acres 
overlooking Long Island Sound, was 
acquired from the city of Glen Cove, 
last September, through a foreclosure 
for nonpayment of taxes. The organiza¬ 
tion has convents in the Bronx, New 
York City, Staten Island, and New 
Jersey. It seems ironical that this 
property w’as vacated, about six years 
ago, by the Soviet delegation to the 
United' Nations wdiich has purchased 
another large Glen Cove estate form¬ 
erly owned bv the late George du Pont 
Pratt. 


Moderation is the silken string run¬ 
ning through the j>earl chain of all vir-| 
tues .—Bishop Hall. 
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FOUR RETURNED MISSIONARIES 
TELL OF THEIR LIFE IN ASIA 


^AS missionaries of various dcnomi- 
nations return to this country from 
|! China and Korea, church members are 
beginning to learn what their mis- 
sionaries have endured since those coun- 
j|| tries, in whole or in part, became Com- 
gg munistic. 

0 - ! The South Carolina Methodist Ad- 
v; j vacate, of Columbia, tells of the ex- 
ly j periences of four missionaries. F. Olin 
re 1 Stockwell served for 23 years as a mis- 
rc I sionar}’' in China. He spent 14 months 
in prison. He had no book to read ex- 
ip cept the Bible and this he studied with 
ns renewed intensity when not interfered 
wr. ' with by ^‘brain washing^^ and other 
nt I time-consuming ordeals, 
a-.l Two women missionaries, Misses T. 
it- i Janet Surdam and Louella Koether, had 
worked in the same area where Mr. 
u- Stockwell had worked prior to being im- 
li- prisoned. They were held in the same 
ns prison, but were denied communication 
cli with Mr. Stockwell. At first, they were 
ed deprived of all reading matter. 

The fouri-h missionary mentioned was 
n- Pierce Hayes. He w'as captured during 
ot the Communist advance on Foochow, 
iss He was not jailed but was placed under 
nd^ouse arrest in his own mission quar- 
dn“ter8, where a group of 40 Communist 
•e- men and women appropriated much of 
an the mission property for their living ac- 
in commodations. 

According to the accounts given by 
these missionaries, they had varying 
experiences and differing interpretations 
to place on what they went through and 
on what they considered the likely pur¬ 
poses of the present Mao regime. 
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Mr. Stockwell underwent a long 
process of ^Ve-education” from the 
Communist point of view. This is col- 


He was quoted as saying he had to 
confess to being an American imperial¬ 
ist spy. 

The Communists regard their phi¬ 
losophy as one of ^^dialectical ma¬ 
terialism’^ and having no point of 
resemblance to or contact with “Chris¬ 
tian idealism.” Commentators who arc 
i presumed to know their subject affirm 
'that, from the Communist point of 
iview, there is no basis for compromise 
between Communism and Christianity. 

Strangely enough they did not seek 
•to make a Communist out of Mr. 
^tockwell, but rather indulged in the 
Iparadox of insisting that he interpret 
pvents in his own life, especially recent 


fees, and in the swiftly moving scene 
Mi China from the point of view of 
Communism rather than in terms of 
Christianity and Capitalistic Econom¬ 


ics. Thus it came about that he was 
ultimately coerced into saying that in 
his role of a missionary he was in fact 
a spy for American capitalistic inter¬ 
ests and that the American missionary 
movement was a facet of American 
imperialism. 

Two of the missionaries held that 
there is no hope of a revived China 
under Chiang Kai-shek. On the other 
hand, Mr. Hayes is quoted as having 
high hopes for Chiang Kai-shek, that 
there is no evidence of graft in Formosa 
and that Chinese refugees in Hong 
Kong are now showing loyalty to 
Chiang Kai-shek. 

Another of the missionaries stated 
that the ‘youth of China are nearly 
100 per cent Communist now.” Others 
had doubt as to the correctness of this 
but all agreed that Christian mission¬ 
ary’' efforts in China were a thing of 
the past. All four of the missionaries 
agreed that the Communists have (a) 
stopped inflation; (b) set up a long 
needed health program; (c) abolished 
corruption in government. 

One of the missionaries asserted that, 
while they could not now stop Com¬ 
munism in China, they can stop it 
elsewhere. They agreed that one of the 
best bulwarks against Communism 
would be social and economic reforms 
at the grass roots. Another of the four 
missionaries felt that reform would 
have to be backed by a vigorous pre¬ 
paredness program on the part of the 
democracies. 

The missionaries further reported 
that the Christian Church is permitted 
to continue as a worshipping group, 
but no service activities of school or 
hospital care are permitted outside 
state control. S. W. 


MOTHER CHARGES PUBLIC SCHOOL 
IS CHURCH CONTROLLED 

On April 10, 1953, Mrs. Dorothy N. 
Larson, of Johnsburg, McHenry Coun¬ 
ty, Ill., filed suit in the Circuit Court 
of that county, charging that the Johns¬ 
burg public schools arc controlled by 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 

Mrs. Larson, a Lutheran and the 
mother of two children attending school 
there, asked the Court to issue an in¬ 
junction to prevent the hiring of Ro¬ 
man Catholic nuns as public school 
teachers. .Tohn Looze, attorney for the 
Public School Board, who said that he 
wa.s a Protestant, agreed with Mrs. 
Larson’s statement and admitted that 
the schooFs 227 pupils arc taught by 
six Roman Catholic nuns. He said, 
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however, that the school is operated 
under state supervision in full accor¬ 
dance with Illinois laws, and denied 
that Mrs. Larson’s charges, that books 
published for the propagation of the 
Roman Catholic faith are used and 
the classrooms adorned with church 
objects and mottoes, are based on fact. 

As reported in Time, however, “all 
the teachers were Roman Catholic 
nuns. There were Catholic pictures on 
the walls, and most of the textbooks 
were written by Roman Catholic 
authors. For prizes, the school gave 
out small religious statues; it taught 
Catholic songs, said Catholic prayers, 
and on holy days it was apt to shut 
down. Even its report cards were dif¬ 
ferent: they not only graded pupils on 
their progress in religious training, 
they also bore the heading ‘Diocese 
of Rockford.’ ” 

This procedure is reported as being 
acceptable in Illinois, where the state 
permits about eighteen predominantly 
Roman Catholic communities to com¬ 
bine public and parochial schools in 
order to save the cost of maintaining 
both types. In refusing to permit the 
school board to send her children to the 
public school in nearby McHenry be¬ 
cause of the long bus ride, Mrs. Lar¬ 
son said, “Johnsburg is our school, too. 
Why should our kids have to go some 
place else?” 

Mr. Looze said that the present pub¬ 
lic school was built two years ago 
after a fire had destroyed the previous 
school which was owned jointly by 
the Roman Catholic Church Parish and 
the School District. He stated that 
some church objects on the walls of 
the new building were removed almost 
immediately after the new building 
was occupied, and that a textbook to 
which Protestant parents had objected 
was also removed. 

Mrs. Larson’s court action was in¬ 
stituted after about a year’s consulta¬ 
tion with the Chicago office of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, and 
is based on the charge that her children 
are being forced to attend a “Roman 
Catholic institution ... in which sectar¬ 
ian instruction is given.” In her suit 
she claims the violation of both the 
United States Constitution and the 
Constitution of the State of Illinois in 
that the present arrangement prevents 
the free exercise of religion by pupils 
required to attend. 

If judgment is handed down in her 
favor, a major change will have to be 
made promptly in state school policies 
in Illinois Roman Catholic communi¬ 
ties. 


You probably wouldn’t worry about 
what i>eoplc think about you if you 
knew how seldom they do. 
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NOTICE 

There is no charge for the Scottish Rite News Bulletin, which is sent without any obligation whatever upon 
the part of the recipient. It is the property of the Supreme Council, 33® (Mother Council of the World), Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rile of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, and is under the direct supervision of Sovereign 
Grand Commander Thomas J. Harkins, 33®, with Grand Secretary General Claud F. Young, 33®, Business Manager, 

This Bulletin is published as a contribution to the welfare and happiness of the nation by diffusing informa¬ 
tion concerning education and civics, and it is hoped the widest use may be made of the data contained therein. 
Any of the material may be used at any time, with or vrilhout credit to the Scottish Rite News Bullletin, but 
where it is noted that excerpts have been made from other publications, proper credit should be given, A marked 
copy would be appreciated when our material is used. 

Freemasonry has ever been the friend and supporter of constitutional government. Fourteen of the Presidents 
of the United States have been Masons, and the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United 
Stales were largely formulated by Masons. Freemasonry seeks to inculcate and deepen a sense of duly and re¬ 
sponsibility in a patriotic citizenry and, as a primary consideration, the Supreme Council desires to stimulate an 
earnest and intelligent interest in public education as fundamental to patriotism. 


The Supreme Council Favors: 

1. The American public school, nonpartiBan, nonsectarian, efficient, democratic, for all of the children 
of all the people. 

2. The inculcation of patriotism, respect for law and order, and undying loyalty to the Constitution 
of the United States of America. 

3. The compulsory use of English as the language of instruction in the grammar grades of our public 
schools. 

4. Adequate provision in the American public schools for the education of the alien populations in 
the principles of American institutions and ideals of citizenship. 

5. The entire separation of Church and State, and opposition to every attempt to appropriate public 
moneys—federal, state or local—directly or indirectly, for the support of sectarian or private in- 
•titutioiis. 











